
Epilepsy is one of the most common neurological diseases in the world.  
It is a chronic disorder of the brain that is characterized by recurrent seizures.1

An epilepsy diagnosis may happen when a patient suffers two or more unprovoked 
seizures. A doctor may also make an epilepsy diagnosis after the patient has had just one 
seizure but is at a high risk of additional seizures.2

Epilepsy by the Numbers

Understanding Epilepsy

An estimated 2.9 million adults 
and 456,000 children live with 
epilepsy in the U.S.7

Partial-onset (focal) seizures refer to those 
that start in an area or network on one side 
of the brain. They can be localized or spread 
to larger areas.5 About 60% of people with 
epilepsy experience this type of seizure.6

Generalized seizures affect both sides of 
the brain or large networks of cells on both 
sides from the onset of the event.5

This classification is given if the beginning 
of the seizure is not known and may be 
changed to a generalized or partial-onset 
diagnosis once additional testing  
is completed.5

Types of Seizures
There are three major groups of seizures:5

Partial-onset (focal)

Unknown onset

Generalized onset (tonic-clonic, absence, or atonic) Epilepsy is one of the most common 
neurological disorders in the world and 
affects people of all ages.¹

What are Seizures?
A seizure is a sudden 
and temporary surge of 
electrical activity in the 
brain3 caused by complex 
chemical changes that 
occur in nerve cells.4

Usually, there is a balance of cells that 
either encourage or stop other brain 
cells from sending messages. A seizure 
occurs when there may be too much or 
too little electrical activity in the brain 
causing an imbalance.4

Seizures are a symptom 
of many different 
disorders that can 
affect the brain.4

1 in 26 people in the U.S. will 
develop epilepsy or experience 
recurring seizures in their lifetime.9

150K new cases of epilepsy are 
reported in the U.S. each year.1

Around 50 million people 
have epilepsy worldwide.¹
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70% cite fear of 
side effects as a 
barrier to trying  
new treatments10

Nearly 72% don’t 
report all seizures 
to their doctor10

78% of patients 
don’t believe 
seizure freedom  
is realistic10

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:

Current Unmet Need
While important advances have been 
made over the years, many people 
living with epilepsy continue to face 
its disruptive challenges, highlighting 
the need for new therapies to better 
manage the condition.

New therapies are being developed to  
help people living with epilepsy.  
Seizure freedom is recognized as the goal of 
epilepsy treatment and is associated with 
improved quality of life.11

90% of adults living with diagnosed 
epilepsy take epilepsy medication12

56% of adults living with diagnosed 
epilepsy continue to have seizures12


